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“THE SUBJECT NOBODY TALKS ABOUT” 

Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth – Pt. 4 

Ecclesiastes 9:1-18 

 

I. THE CERTAINITY OF DEATH 

A. The ________________________ of Death 

vs. 1-3 (TNL) “This, too, I carefully explored: Even though 

the actions of godly and wise people are in God’s hands … the 

same destiny ultimately awaits everyone, whether righteous or 

wicked, good or bad, religious or irreligious. Good people 

receive the same treatment as sinners…it seems so wrong that 

everyone under the sun suffers the same fate. There is nothing 

ahead but death anyway.” vs. 1-3 (TNL) 

B. The Responses of Death 

1. Don’t ___________________________ It                         

 “This is the tragedy of everything that happens under the sun: 

Everyone shares the same destiny. Moreover, the hearts of 

mortals are full of evil. Madness is in their hearts while they are 

still alive. After that, they join the dead.” vs. 3 (GW) 

2. Don’t __________________________ It 

“There is hope only for the living. As they say, “It’s better to be a 

live dog than a dead lion! The living at least know they will die, 

but the dead know nothing. They have no further reward, nor are 

they remembered. Whatever they did in their lifetime—loving, 

hating, envying—is all long gone. They no longer play a part in 

anything here on earth.” vs. 4-6 (NLT) 

3. Do _____________________________ It 

“So go ahead. Eat your food with joy, and drink your wine with a 

happy heart, for God approves of this! Dress up, comb your hair, and 

look your best. Life is short, and you love your wife, so enjoy being 

with her. This is what you are supposed to do as you struggle through 
life on this earth. The wife God gives you is your reward for all your 

earthly toil. Work hard at whatever you do. For when you go to the 

grave, there will be no work or planning or knowledge or wisdom.” 

vs. 7-10 NLT/CEV 

a)  _____________ Every Meal Like You’re at a Banquet 

“So go ahead. Eat your food with joy, and drink your wine with a 

happy heart, for God approves of this!” vs.7 (NLT) 

 

“Better to have a dish of vegetables where there is love 
than juicy steaks where there is hate.” Proverbs 15:17 (GW) 

 

b) ________________ Every Day Like You’re at a Party 

 “Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with 

oil.” vs. 8 (NIV) 

“Wear fine clothes, with a splash of cologne!” vs. 8 (NLT) 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”    

                                                                      Philippians 4:4 (NIV) 

c) _______________ Every Day of Your Marriage Like 

You’re on Your Honeymoon vs. 9 

“Live happily with the woman you love through all the 

meaningless days of life that God has given you under the sun. 

The wife God gives you is your reward for all your earthly toil.” 

 

d) _________________ Every Day as If it Were Your 

Last Day to Work 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in 

the realm of the dead, where you are going, there is neither 

working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.” vs. 10 (NIV) 

 

“To enjoy your work and to accept your lot in life—that is indeed 

a gift from God. God keeps such people so busy enjoying life that 

they take no time to brood over the past.” Eccl. 5:19,20 TLB/NLT 

 

II. THE COMPLEXITY OF LIFE  

 

A. In This Life, the Best Man Isn’t Always ____________ 

vs. 11,12 

 

B. In This Life, a Good Man Isn’t Always _____________ 

vs. 13-18 


